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the adjoining district, shall have the same force, effect, and validity as if done 
and transacted by and before a judge appointed for such district. 

APPROVED, August 6, 1861. 
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CHAP. LX. -An Act to confiscate Property u.1ed for lnsurrectionary Purposes. Aagust 6, 1861. 

Be it enacted by the ·senate and Hotise of -Representatives of the United Wh . 
ct. if .A • • 0 z.l d TL- ·r. d . h en proper­~taies o merica in ongress assemu e , 1mt _1 , ur1ng t e present or ty used in aicling 
any futu1·e insurrection against the Government of tlle United States, after insurrection may 
the President ot .. the United States shall have declared, by proclamation, be confiscated. 
that the la\VS of tl1e United States are opposed, and the execution tl1ereof 
obslrttcted, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by tl1e ordinary 
course -of jt1dicial proceedings, or by the power vested in the marsl1als by 
law, nny person or persons, his, her, or their agent, attorney, or employe, 
shall purchase or acquire, sell or gi,·e, any property of whatsoe,rer kind 
or description, ,vith intent to use or employ the same, or suffer tl1e same 
to be used or employed, in aiding, abetting, or promoting such insurrection 
or resistance to the la,vs, or any pers9n or persons engaged tl1erein; or 
if any person or persons, being the owner or O\Vners of any such prop-
erty, sl1all kno,vingly use or employ, or consent to_ the use or employment 
of the same a~ afo~esaid, all such property is hereby declared to be 'la\vful 
subject of prize and capture where,·er found ; and it shall be the duty of 
the President of tl1e United States to cause the same to be seized, confis .. 
cated, and condemned. 
· SEC. 2. A-nd be it further en~ted, That such prizes and capture shall ln what courts 

be condemned in the district or circuit court of tl1e United States having to be con~emned. 
jurisdiction of the amount, or in admiralty in any district in which the 
same may be seized, or into which they may be taken and proceedings 
first jnstituted. 

SEC. 3 . .And l>e it further enacted, That the Attorney-General, or any Who to insti­
district attorney of the United States in which said property may at the tute proceedings 
time be, may in~titute the proceedings of condemnation, and in such case r.t?r coodedm;1a-

/! • • S ion, an 1or 
they shall be wholly 1or the benefit of the United tates; or any person whose use. 

may file an information with such attorney, in which case the proceedings 
shall be for the use of such informer and the United States in equal parts. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, "fhat whenever hereafter, during the When claims 

present in;urrection against the Govern~ent of the United fStates
8
, any ~r~T:0::dh!~t~~ 

person claimed to be held to labor or service under the law o any tate, to be forfeited. 
shall be required or permitted by the person to whom such labor or service 
is claimed to be due, or by the lawful agent of sijch person, to take up 
arms against tl1e United States, or shall be required or permitted by the 
person to whom such labor or service is claimed to be due, or his lawful 
agent, to work or to be employed in or upon any fort, navy yard, dock, 
armory, ship, entrenchment, 01· in any military or naval service ,vhatso-
ever, •against the Government and Ia,vful authority of the United States, 
then, and in every such case, the person to whom such labor or service id 
claimed to be due shall forfeit his claim to such labor, any law of the 
State or of the United States to the contra1·y notwithstanding. And 
whenever· thereafter the person claiming such labor or service shall seek 
to enforce his. claim, it shall be a f'ull and sufficient answer to such claim 
that tl1e person whose service or labor is claimed bad been employed in 
hostile service against the Government of the United States, cont1·ary to 
the provisions of this act. 

·APPROVED, August 6, 1861-. 

Cuu. I,XI. -An Act relativ, to Appeals to tM Supreme Court of the United State.!. August 6, 1861. 

· Be it enacted by· the &nate and Hause of Representatives of the United 
-Stares. of .America in Congress assembled, That in all cases of appeal, 


